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UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1540 (2004) 

 – A SHORT INTRODUCTION (1) 

 

• UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED ON 28 APRIL 2004 UNDER CHAPTER VII OF THE UN 

CHARTER, AND REAFFIRMED BY MEANS OF FOUR FOLLOW-UP RESOLUTIONS 

 

• PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR, CHEMICAL AND BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS, AS 

WELL AS THEIR MEANS OF DELIVERY, CONSTITUTES A THREAT TO 

INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY 

 

• BINDING INSTRUMENT WHICH ADDRESSES THE THREAT POSED BY NON-

STATE ACTORS, INCLUDING TERRORISTS, OF ACQUIRING SUCH WEAPONS OR 

RELATED MATERIALS 

 

• COMPLEMENTS RELEVANT MULTILATERAL TREATIES AND ARRANGEMENTS.  
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UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1540 (2004) 

 – A SHORT INTRODUCTION (2) 

• BASIC OBLIGATIONS ON STATES: 

 

– REFRAIN FROM PROVIDING ANY FORM OF SUPPORT TO NON-
STATE ACTORS THAT ATTEMPT TO DEVELOP, ACQUIRE, 
MANUFACTURE, POSSESS, TRANSPORT, TRANSFER OR USE WMD 
& MEANS OF DELIVERY  

 

– ADOPT AND ENFORCE APPROPRIATE EFFECTIVE LAWS THAT 
PROHIBIT ANY NON-STATE ACTOR SUCH ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING 
ACTING AS AN ACCOMPLICE, OR TO ASSIST OR TO FINANCE 

 

– DOMESTIC CONTROLS TO PREVENT THE PROLIFERATION OF 
THESE WEAPONS, I.E. CONTROLS OVER RELATED MATERIALS, 
MEASURES IN THE AREAS OF ACCOUNTING / SECURING, 
PHYSICAL PROTECTION, BORDER AND LAW ENFORCEMENT, 
EXPORT AND TRADE-RELATED CONTROLS 

 

• RESOLUTION OUTLINES OBLIGATIONS RELATING TO WHAT STATES 
HAVE TO DO, BUT NOT HOW TO DO IT, MODALITIES OF 
IMPLEMENTATION IS A NATIONAL DECISION 

 

• ASSISTANCE MECHANISM IS AVAILABLE 
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FOCUS ON BORDER AND EXPORT CONTROLS 

 

• IMPETUS FOR A GREAT NUMBER OF STATES 
TO ESTABLISH OR REVIEW THEIR NATIONAL 
EXPORT CONTROL SYSTEMS 

 

• IT’S NOT ONLY ABOUT “EXPORT” 
CONTROLS: RES. 1540 ACKNOWLEDGES 
THAT A NUMBER OF RELATED ACTIVITIES 
NEED TO BE CONTROLLED AS WELL  
(TRANSITS, TRANSSHIPMENTS, BROKERING, 
SERVICES ETC.)  

 

• RES. 1540 RECOGNIZES THE UTILITY OF 
NATIONAL CONTROL LISTS AND 
ENCOURAGES STATES TO REACH OUT TO 
INDUSTRY 

 

• IN SUMMARY, RES. 1540 IDENTIFIES KEY 
ELEMENTS OF EFFECTIVE EXPORT CONTROL 
SYSTEMS: 

– LEGISLATION (INCL. PENALTIES FOR 
VIOLATIONS) 

– ENFORCEMENT CAPACITY 

– INDUSTRY-GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 
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WHAT IS THE “1540 COMMITTEE” ?  

• SUBSIDIARY BODY OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL, COMPOSED OF 
THE FIFTEEN CURRENT MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL, ASSISTED 
IN ITS WORK BY A GROUP OF NINE EXPERTS 

 

• CURRENT CHAIRMAN: AMB. KIM SOOK, REPUBLIC OF KOREA  

 

• NOT A SANCTIONS COMMITTEE. DOES NOT INVESTIGATE OR 
PROSECUTE ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF NON-PROLIFERATION 
OBLIGATIONS   

 

• MANDATE AND SCOPE OF ACTIVITIES OF THE 1540 COMMITTEE 
ARE DERIVED FROM RESOLUTION 1540 (2004) AND SUBSEQUENT 
RESOLUTIONS 1673 (2006), 1810 (2008), and 1977 (2011) 

 

• CURRENT MANDATE ENDS IN 2021 

 

• FOUR COMMITTEE WORKING GROUPS, REPRESENTING THE 
FOUR KEY AREAS OF WORK: 

  (I) MONITORING AND NATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION;  

  (II) ASSISTANCE;  

  (III) COOPERATION WITH INTERNATIONAL 
 ORGANISATIONS;  

  (IV) TRANSPARENCY AND MEDIA OUTREACH 
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IMPLEMENTATION IN THE REGION  

– OP. 3 c) d), NATIONAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK * 

89.5

26.3

21.1

52.6

47.4

57.9

47.4

42.1

42.1

65.4

73.7

42.1

42.1

63.2

89.5

84.2

42.1

52.6

100

100

21.1

21.1

57.9

63.2

63.2

42.1

31.8

47.4

73.7

63.2

36.8

42.1

63.2

89.5

89.5

42.1

52.6

100

89.5

15.8

21.1

57.9

52.6

63.2

47.4

42.1

42.1

47.4

57.9

36.8

36.8

57.9

84.2

78.9

47.4

57.9

100

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

C o ntro l o f  impo rtat io n

C o ntro l o f  pro viding transpo rt  services

C o ntro l o f  pro viding funds

R e-expo rt  co ntro l

T rans-shipment co ntro l

T ransit  co ntro l

Intangible transfers

C atch all c lause

End-user co ntro ls

C o ntro l lists

N at io nal licensing autho rity

General licensing

Individual licensing

Licensing pro visio ns

Expo rt  co ntro l legislat io n in place

Enfo rcement agencies/ autho rit ies

C o ntro l o f  bro kering, t rading in, nego tiat ing, o therwise assist ing in sale o f  go o ds and

techno lo gy

T echnical suppo rt  o f  bo rder co ntro l measures

B o rder co ntro l

Biological Weapons

Chemical Weapons

Nuclear Weapons

* As of 2010, in % - Selection of 19 UN Member States in the region, based on last years’ participants list 



7 

IMPLEMENTATION IN THE REGION  

– OP. 3 c) d), ENFORCEMENT * 

* As of 2010, in % - Selection of 19 UN Member States in the region, based on last years’ participants list 
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OPTIONS FOR (FURTHER) ENGAGEMENT 

Selection of UN 

Member States, 

based on last 

years’ participants 

list 

States are 

called upon to 

provide a report 

on the 

implementation 

of the 

resolution and 

encouraged to 

provide 

additional 

information 

Reference tool, 

prepared and 

approved by the 

1540 Committee; 

posted on website 

with consent of 

State 

States are 

encouraged, on a 

voluntary basis, 

to prepare a 

national plan, 

mapping out their 

priorities and 

plans for 

implementing key 

provisions of the 

resolution 

States can convey 

requests for 

implementation 

assistance to the 

1540 Committee 

States, 

international, 

regional and 

subregional 

organizations are 

urged to inform the 

1540 Committee 

about areas in 

which they are able 

to provide 

assistance 

States are 

urged to 

provide a point 

of contact for 

assistance 

The 1540 

Committee is 

encouraged to 

actively engage in 

dialogue with 

States, including 

through visits to 

States at their 

invitation 

Provision of 

resources to 

support the work 

of the 1540 

Committee etc. 
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OPTIONS FOR (FURTHER) ENGAGEMENT 
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OPTIONS FOR (FURTHER) ENGAGEMENT 
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OPTIONS FOR (FURTHER) ENGAGEMENT 
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HOW TO REQUEST OR OFFER ASSISTANCE ? 

• 1540 COMMITTEE ITSELF DOES NOT PROVIDE 

ASSISTANCE BUT HAS A CLEARINGHOUSE AND 

MATCH MAKING ROLE TO FACILITATE ASSISTANCE 

BY OTHERS FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

RESOLUTION  

 

• ASSISTANCE REQUESTS SHOULD BE FORMALLY 

SUBMITTED BY MEMBER STATES TO THE 1540 

COMMITTEE, IDEALLY BY USING THE TEMPLATE ON 

ASSISTANCE 

 

• COMMITTEE AND EXPERTS WILL ENGAGE IN 

“MATCH MAKING”: THEY WILL LIAISE WITH 

POTENTIAL PROVIDERS OF ASSISTANCE 

 

• STATES AND INTERNATIONAL, REGIONAL AND 

SUBREGIONAL ORGANISATIONS ARE URGED TO 

INFORM THE COMMITTEE ABOUT AREAS IN WHICH 

THEY ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE 

 

• THEY SHOULD ALSO PROVIDE A POINT OF 

CONTACT  
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HELP US TO COMPILE EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION 

PRACTICES 

• 1540 COMMITTEE ALSO HAS THE MANDATE TO:  
– PROMOTE THE SHARING OF EXPERIENCE, LESSONS LEARNED AND 

EFFECTIVE PRACTICES, IN THE AREAS COVERED BY RESOLUTION 1540 
(2004) AND TO 

– IDENTIFY EFFECTIVE PRACTICES, TEMPLATES AND GUIDANCE, WITH A 
VIEW TO DEVELOP A COMPILATION AND POSSIBLY A TECHNICAL 
REFERENCE GUIDE WHICH COULD BE USED ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS 

 

• FIRST COLLECTIONS OF SOME EFFECTIVE PRACTICES, INCLUDING 
IN THE FIELD OF BORDER AND EXPORT CONTROLS, CAN BE FOUND 
IN ANNEX XVI OF THE 2011 COMMITTEE REPORT AND IN ANNEX XVII 
OF THE 2008 REPORT  

 (http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540/assistance/experiences-shared.shtml) 

 

• MORE CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME: 
– FORMAL SUBMISSION THROUGH YOUR MISSION AT THE UN 

– INFORMAL SUBMISSIONS TO 1540EXPERTS@UN.ORG 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 
Chairperson of the 1540 Committee 

 

Secretariat of the 1540 Committee 

Attention: Chairperson, 1540 Committee: H.E. Ambassador Kim Sook, Permanent Representative of  

The Republic of Korea to the United Nations 

730 Third Avenue, TB-08040E, United Nations, New York, NY 10017 

Fax: +1 (212) 963-1300, Email: sc-1540-Committee@un.org  

 

1540 Committee Group of Experts 

 

300 East, 42nd Street, Third Floor, New York, NY 10017 

Fax:+1 (917) 367 9358, Email: 1540experts@un.org 

 

1540 Committee Website 

 

www.un.org/sc/1540 

 

UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL  

RESOLUTION 1540 (2004) 
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THANK YOU 


